TOWN OF CHATHAM
TOWN BOARD WORKSHOP MEETING
July 7, 2011

On July 7, 2011 a Town of Chatham, Town Board Workshop meeting was held.
PRESENT: Supervisor Jesse DeGroodt, Councilman Maria Lull, and Councilman
Henry Swartz, Jr., Town Clerk Beth Anne Rippel and members of the public
ABSENT: Councilman Tom Meyn and Councilman Jean Rohde
Supervisor DeGroodt opened the meeting at 7:00PM. The pledge to the flag was
led by Councilman Swartz.
TOPIC – Conservation Advisory Council presentation by Gretchen Stevens of
Hudsonia Ltd..
-Stevens explained what a CAC is and how it would benefit the community.
-The town board can appoint 3 to 9 members to a CAC and they will act in an
advisory capacity only. The Board will give them directives and advise them of
their role.
-Careful selection of council members will help mitigate the possibility of forming
a group with their own agenda.
-It is helpful if members have some background in the sciences but it’s not
necessary.
-A CAC could do “homework” for the Planning Board, such as gathering
information on natural resources, land use research, the impact a project might
have on the environment, establish inventories of all types of different organisms
in a certain ecological community, among other things.
-The information they gather would be available to the town’s boards and
committees as well as to the general public.
-A CAC might also be helpful in investigating grant opportunities.
-The costs associated with a CAC are negligible.
-In 1991 the Town Board passed enabling legislation to establish a CAC. The next
step would be to appoint the council if the Board so chooses.
TOPIC – Suzette Booy, Columbia County Real Property Tax Department Director
presented information on moving from a board of elected assessors to a sole
appointed assessor.
-Length of term would be 6 years. The advantages of the longer term would be
more time to become familiar with Real Property Tax Law, time to become
acquainted with real estate within the town, more proficient in appraising all forms
of real estate, more time to complete the basic training courses and more time for
continuing education courses, reduced turnover.
- The Board will consider a public hearing on the subject followed by a local law.
Supervisor DeGroodt closed the meeting at 8:10 PM
Respectfully submitted by,

Beth Anne Rippel
Town Clerk

