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The May 10, 2016 Planning Board meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Marilyn Cohen. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Deputy Chairperson Donna Staron moved to approve the minutes from the April 12 meeting. Gabriella Sperry seconded, and this carried. 
Chairperson Marilyn Cohen acknowledged Town Attorney Tal Rappleyea, stating that his professionalism and help over the past several years has been greatly appreciated. Chairperson Marilyn Cohen added that losing Counselor Rappleyea is a tremendous loss, as was losing two others who served the Planning Board well. In the past the Planning Board has had input as to who would be working with them but, apparently that has changed. She further stated that, if this Board is expected to be puppets for the new administration, her continuation on the Board would be questionable.  Deputy Chairperson Donna Staron pointed out that the Board would not have an attorney present at the meetings as in the past. Chairperson Marilyn Cohen added that all correspondence with the Town Attorney would probably have to be done through email, which would result in a slower process. If legal documentation is not in order the Board would have trouble setting a project for public hearing. 
HJB HOLDINGS, LLC (CRELLIN SELF STORAGE)
ROUTE 295
PUBLIC HEARING
Andy Didio, who is representing HJB Holdings, presented the Board with new maps that showed the added information that was requested by the Planning Board at the April meeting. Mr. Didio stated that the generator will be outside and will have a residential muffler. He added that the generator would only be on during power outages and half cycle once a week. Town Engineer Patrick Prendergast stated that, with a muffler, there would probably not be a noise problem. Chairperson Marilyn Cohen pointed out that there have been several complaints concerning the plantings that were supposed to shield the storage units from the view from the road. She added that there is a significant lack of coverage for about half of the units. Chairperson Marilyn Cohen also pointed out that this project had come before the Planning Board back in 2003, adding that this lack of coverage should have been addressed long before tonight’s meeting. Chairperson Marilyn Cohen suggested that, before considering approval of the project, the Board would need to see a landscape plan that would satisfy the needed coverage. Wendy Carroll submitted pictures of the site that clearly showed the problem. Ms. Carroll noted that the few trees at the entrance by the gate adequately block the view of the units from the road. She suggested that part of the reason that the other trees were not surviving could be the result of weed whacking and ivy that is strangling the pines. The Public Hearing opened at 7:23 pm. Alan Besterman, a neighbor, asked if the lighting would be consistent with the rest of the lighting at the facility. Mr. Didio explained that the lighting would be downward facing and it will also go out in the evening at the same time as the existing lights. Mr. Kiyeune Light was also concerned about the lighting. Victoria Besterman suggested that the added trees be drought-tolerant, as the water table in East Chatham has continually been going down. Mrs. Besterman also had a concern about dirt bikers using the property, which Mr. Didio will be looking into. Chairperson Marilyn Cohen suggested that the applicant return next month with landscape plan. Town Attorney Tal Rappleyea said the Board could make this condition part of the approval or no certificate of occupancy would be granted. Counselor Rappleyea also suggested the Board leave the Public Hearing open so the public can have input. Chad Lindberg asked if this could be contingent upon implementing the original plan from 2003. Wendy Carroll stated that this would not be a great idea as people thought that the plantings on the slope that were from the original plan would work and they haven’t. Mr. Prendergast pointed out that, if the applicant spent money on the building and knows that there will be no certificate of occupancy issued unless there is sufficient coverage from the plantings, the applicant would certainly make sure that there were enough trees. Leona Scarpinato, a neighbor, mentioned that there were originally 6 storage buildings and now there are 10. She asked if this growth would be continuing. Ms. Scarpinato stated that storage units are notoriously not pretty and these buildings are very visible. Chairperson Marilyn Cohen stated that no complaints on this project came to this Board. Town Attorney Tal Rappleyea stated that the building inspector should have been on top of it, adding that the Planning Board can’t enforce. Wendy Carroll asked if the Board had asked for a certain height for the trees. Chairperson Marilyn Cohen did not think that it was a contingency at that time. Ms. Carroll asked the Board to consider specifying the height for some of the trees. Chairperson Marilyn Cohen asked if this would satisfy the public and added that, if in a year things are not looking good, the public could contact the building inspector or tell the Planning Board and the Board would contact the building inspector. There was much discussion about the time of night the lights go out at the facility. Alan Besterman pointed out that the gate has not worked for a year. The Public Hearing closed at 8:02pm. Wendy Carroll reviewed the Short Form SEQRA application, which shows no adverse effects to the following: air quality, surface or groundwater quality or quantity, noise levels, existing traffic patterns, solid waste production or disposal, potential for erosion, drainage or flooding problems. Also, there are no aesthetic, agricultural, archaeological, historic, or other natural or cultural resources or community or neighborhood character concerns. There are no significant effects to vegetation or fauna, fish, shellfish or wildlife species, significant habitats or threatened or endangered species. The community’s goals for the land are not affected, and there are no long or short term effects identified. Since this is the case, Ms. Carroll moved that this is to be considered an unlisted action, as there is no significant adverse environmental effect in approving this site plan review. Cindy Meyers seconded and this carried.  Chairperson Marilyn Cohen moved to accept the project contingent upon the following: acceptance by the Board of the landscape plan and implementation thereof, any added lights would be down facing, the gate would be repaired and closed by 8:00 pm, all prior conditions for approval remain in effect, and the lights be off at 9:00 pm. (appointments can be made between 8:00 and 9:00 pm) Without these conditions being met there will be no certificate of occupancy issued by the code enforcement officer. Aven Kerr seconded and this carried. Wendy Carroll moved to adjourn. Deputy Chairperson Donna Staron seconded and this carried. The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Gail Chamberlain, clerk

Marilyn Cohen, chairperson
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